






Jack was living in a house across 
the alley from the church when he 
joined in 1947. “That little sanctuary 
was always jam-packed.” he 
told me. “Sunday school had 
to meet in the house next 
door.” 

Betty remembers attending 
Luther Club meetings in the 
church basement as a teen-
ager.  Many young people at 
those gatherings grew up to 
become longtime congrega-
tion members, but few can 
claim a longevity in the church 
to match the Hatlens’.

You might say Jack has a 
personal investment in the 
ULC facility. In 1955, when 
the current sanctuary was 
built, he was on the building 
committee, and in the 1960s 
he led the committee for 
building the new education 
wing.  Since then Jack has continu-
ously served with the group that 
manages and maintains the build-
ing complex.  

As the Hatlens think about relocat-
ing University Lutheran to join other 
congregations at the Ecumenical 

Campus, they agree that “everything 
changes, and that’s OK.” From Jack’s 
perspective, “The change that’s 

taking place is more in the 
people than in the place. Our 
congregation is getting young-
er, not older, and we need to 
think about the best future 
for the whole congregation, 
not just our memories.”

Betty agreed. “What’s 
important is maintaining a 
congregation’s identity.” She 
still wants it to be Univer-
sity Lutheran Church, but 
the ecumenical events and 
fellowship that she’s been a 
part of “have been great for 
developing spirit.”

While the existing University 
Lutheran building complex 
holds important memories 
for Jack and Betty Hatlen, 
they note that “the mixing 
of Lutheran synods that has 
taken place over the last cen-
tury has been a very ecumeni-
cal process, too, and we’re 
still going strong.”

Jack and Betty Hatlen
Interview by Clint Pehrson

When Betty Hatlen joined University Lutheran Church, Franklin Roosevelt was in the White House, 
and World War II was nearing an end.“U. Loo” (as the church has long been known) was the beloved 
“Little Church on the Green,” popular for weddings among area college students.

“What’s important is maintaining 
a congregation’s identity.”  

Of course the YMCA is a place where 
you can use weight-training equip-
ment and exercise for fitness, but did 
you know that the University Family 
YMCA also provides many commu-
nity services? Our Y offers child care 
and a drop-in service for parents using 
the facilities, as well as children’s and 
youth programs. In addition, there are 
programs for homeless youngsters, 

including a Saturday evening meal, 
served for the past 8 years or more, 
that complements Teen Feed and Fri-
day Feast in neighborhood churches. 

The meal is prepared off-site by 
volunteer individuals and groups or 
organizations, then brought to the Y. 
Showers and other hygiene facilities 
are also available on these evenings. 
These are the only activities scheduled 

on Saturday evening, so there’s no 
conflict with other programming. On 
Sunday afternoons the YMCA oper-
ates a drop-in center with a light meal 
- a place for homeless youth to hang 
out, socialize, play games, and access 
the internet. 

University Family YMCA Executive 
Christine Stoffels is following UDECC 
developments with keen interest.  
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