
ber of University Christian, "is that you have people [in congre­
gations] bcing asked to work up enthusiasm for something that 
many of them, because of their age, are not likely ever to see." 

Many of the most challenging issues are pastoral. Elderly 
church members may find it difficult to relinquish the church 
building they have known all their lives. Some may wonder if the 
church still cares about them. Still, says Locke, UDECC "may be 
the only way that mainline churches in this kind of geographic 
setting can plan any kind of decent future for themselves." 

While the concept of a shared church campus, strategically 
located near the university, mass transit and residential neigh­
borhoods, is an exciting one, anyone who has been involved in 
a congregation knows how challenging it is to get one congre­
gation to make major decisions, much less manage such a 
process for a half-dozen simultaneously. 

TIle decision-making time for the congregations is fast 
approaching. The current timeline calls for the completion of a 
feasibility study in fall 2008, followed by a four-month commit­
ment phase, during which each of the congregations and cam­
pus ministries reaches its own decision about whether to com­
mit to the project. If such commitments are made, construction 
would begin late in 2010 and be completed in the spring of 2012. 

Besides foreseeing a relief from building management tasks, 
the congregations envision benefits from common program­
ming, particularly in the area of adult education. There has been 
talk of a shared lay school of theology under the name 
"Questions of Faith Institutc." UDECC could even become a 
kind of urban monastery-a center of rich and diverse spiritual 
life with porous boundaries to the neighborhood and university. 

Do these steps i~ldicate a vibrant future for these congrega­
tions? Or is this project simply a survival strategy on the road 
to decline? Pehrson hopes that UDECC will mean new vitali­
ty for these historic mainline congregations. "Part of the strat­
egy here is for these congregations to bc better known by cre­
ating a new story about who they are. That story could be one 
of community to the power of three." By that, Pehrson means 
that UDECC would be a community of communities playing 
an important role in the district and the city. 

The project creates yet more questions: What kind of lead­
ership will there be or should there be for the common life of 
UDECC? How will that leadership shape the vision and voice 
of the emerging entity? 

Another issue is whether congregations that understand 
mission almost exclusively as projects of service and justice will 
be able to reach out and engage in Christian formation. These 
congregations, like many mainline congregations, do yeoman's 
work in offering shelter for youths, food programs, low-cost 
housing,justice advocacy and interfaith dialogue. What they do 
not do as well, in the largely unchurched or dechurched popu­
lation of Seattle, is form people in the faith. Can beginners in 
the faith learn the biblical stories and the practice of prayer and 
experience God in life-changing ways at UDECC? Without 
some intentional development of formational and evangelistic 
ministries, it will be hard to reverse the membership decline 
that is, in some measure, driving the UDECC venture forward. 
To put it another way: without a clear and compelling call to 
arms, different armor may not make a difference. CII 
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J ames Wellman of the University of Washington makes a 
case that the Pacific Northwest might be a window into 
the future of Protestantism in the country as a whole. 

Combining statistical analysis and insights into Pacific 
Northwest culture, Wellman offers a comparative analysis of 
liberal and evangelical theological convictions, religious prac­
tices and political beliefs. He moves deftly back and forth 
between liberal and evangelical perspectives on scriptural 
authority, Christology, gender roles and sin and grace; explores 
similarities and differences between the two subcultures 
regarding worship, missions and youth; and addresses positions 
on abortion, the environment, gay marriage and the war in 
Iraq. He even includes a fascinating analysis of Web sites and 
the use of technology. 

Liberal Protestantism in the Northwest, as depicted through 
Wellman's interviews, looks similar to liberalism elsewhere. 
Jesus is understood to be a model of "radical inclusiveness," 
and decision making about faith and personal morality is left 
to the individual. Likewise, evangelicalism in Washington and 
Oregon fits the larger pattern, with its emphasis on the author­
ity of scripture, a personal relationship with Christ, traditional 
values and the heterosexual family. 

Wellman expected to discover that the Northwest's progres­
sive social ethos and politics would be fertile ground for liber­
al Protestant churches. Instead he found the contrary. While it 
has strong liberal congregations, Wellman discovered that in 
general the region is not hospitable to progressive Christianity. 
And perhaps just as unexpectedly he found that "entrepre­
neurial evangelicals have carved alit a foothold in the region, 
and are fast becoming the dominant Christian religious subcul­
ture." 

According to Wellman, evangelicals work harder than liber­
als to "counteract the regional entropy toward disaffiliation 
from organized religion." They encourage and "nurture larger 
families and are simply more effective than liberals in keeping 
their children in the fold." Parachurch organizations such as 
Young Life and Youth for Christ have established strong roots 
in the region with their work among high school students. 

In contrast, Wellman detects ambivalence among liberals 
toward programs for youth. A parishioner in one liberal church 
reported that a denominational head "resisted thc hiring of a 
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